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The preserved parts of these texts are quite uniform, varying only in the titles nb t:wj, nb jrt ht, and nb hEw, which apparently were inserted or omitted as space allowed. The section after the nomen survives only on column 42, and even there it is incomplete. But the similarity to the marginal inscription on the east wall of this half of the hall allows it to be restored partially and suggests that the ends of the inscriptions met and were joined by the elements which are to be read as the end of both texts. A composite version of these texts, with restorations made on the basis of the marginal inscription on the east wall, would read as follows: The extent of the preservation of this text on the various bases is shown in figure 1. The lost beginning of the marginal inscription on the east wall can also be restored with some confidence on the grounds of its similarity to the column-base inscriptions.
Beyond the fact that they exist, these texts are quite uninteresting. The claim to have "renewed" the monuments of Amon-Rec need refer to nothing more than the inscription of the claim itself. The only notable linguistic feature, the redundant n in the sdm.n.frelative form of jr is attested in other short dedicatory passages during this period, although this is perhaps the earliest example.4
The column bases are the most poorly preserved part of the hall, doubtless as a result of the centuries of annual innundations and the abrasive debris accompanying them. There are no traces of earlier inscriptions on the column bases, but the condition of the bases would make the survival of such traces very surprising if they had existed. The only evidence for later attention to the bases is a square hole cut in column 63, directly over Herihor's personal name. Since this is the only example of such damage, the placement of the hole is almost certainly accidental, and it may be concluded that Herihor's assumption of royal titles was accepted here as it was in the marginal inscription and in the courtyard of the Khonsu temple.
Though only ten of the sixty-one columns in the southern half of the Hypostyle Hall bear any traces of the Herihor inscription, their random placement makes it probable that originally all the bases were inscribed ( fig. 2 indicates the position of all the inscriptions in the hall). Of the fifty-one uninscribed column bases, forty-four have been completely rebuilt and the remaining seven are badly worn. Since most of the text is gone from the ten inscribed columns, it is not unreasonable to assume that the texts have been completely obliterated on the other seven original bases. The traces on column 62, however, are difficult to reconcile with the other inscriptions; this may be due to an earlier inscription which is unique to this column,5 or it might indicate that the inscriptions on the bases adjacent to the transverse aisle were of a different pattern. Like the Herihor texts, these inscriptions are oriented towards the transverse aisle, wrapping around both sides of the base away from it. The beginning of the text is nowhere preserved. It was followed by the prenomen and nomen in varying forms and with a variable group of titles, ending with mrj-Jmn-nsw-nlrw (or something similar) or mrj-Unsw-nfr-htp. The pattern of these epithets, though they are preserved in only five texts, suggests that in the northeast quadrant mrj-Jmn was used on both sides of the base, while in the northwest quadrant mr/-Jmn was used on the north side and mrij-nsw on the south side of the column. The two inscriptions are separated on each column by a vertical line. Some of the traces on column 75 do not fit this pattern; this fact may be attributed to a variation in the pattern due to the proximity of the main aisle of the hall or to the presence of an unrelated text.
Ramesses
Christophe also refers to a text of Ramesses IV in the southern half of the hall, on column 62. This is not one of the texts here attributed to Herihor (although there are traces of the Herihor text on this column as well), but a four-line vertical votive text on the flat area of the column base where it has been cut back for the transverse aisle (see fig. 1, column 62) Khonsu temple was not yet built when the Hypostyle Hall was decorated and that its orientation would make such a processional way awkwardly double back on itself are both explained by the assumption that there was a previous temple on the site, perhaps old enough that its orientation was completely independent of the larger complex of Amon northeast of it, to which it became attached only after that complex expanded.
Herihor apparently had special privileges in the temple of Khonsu (perhaps because he was also the "son of Amon"?)."8 He seems to have perceived the southern half of the Hypostyle Hall as almost an extension of that temple and perhaps even saw the second pylon as its entrance. For this reason, it is not surprising that his kingship was not limited to a marginal inscription in a dark corner but emblazoned on each column base in the southern half of the hall; nor is he without justice in his claim that he "made a renewal of monuments in the house of his father Amon-Rec," if he believed that the Khonsu temple was a part of the larger complex of Amon by virtue of its connection to that complex at the Hypostyle Hall. 
